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C H I L D R E N time, and all praised Little Children:

TOM PERROTTA

Description : Description du produitTom Perrotta's thirty-ish parents of young children are avaried and
surprising bunch. There's Todd, the handsome stay-at-home dad dubbed "The Prom King" by the moms of
the playground; Sarah, a lapsed feminist with a bisexual past, who seems to have stumbled into a traditional
marriage; Richard, Sarah's husband, who has found himself more and more involved with a fantasy life on
the internet than with the flesh and blood in his own house; and Mary Ann, who thinks she hasit all figured
out, down to scheduling aweekly roll in the hay with her husband, every Tuesday at 9pm. They all raise
their kidsin the kind of sleepy American suburb where nothing ever seems to happen-at least until one
eventful summer, when a convicted child molester moves back to town, and two restless parents begin an
affair that goes further than either of them could have imagined. Unexpectedly suspenseful, but written with
all the fluency and dark humor of Perrotta's previous novels, Little Children exposes the adult dramas
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unfolding amidst the swingsets and slides of an ordinary American playground.

Prsentation de |'diteurA group of parents, trapped in middle-class stability, deal with marriage, kids and their
suburban life in very different ways... There's Todd, the handsome stay-at-home-dad - the one the other
mothers admire in a silent look-but-do-not-touch fashion. He's trying (for his wife's sake) to pass his bar

exam although he doesn't want to be alawyer, and in a desperate attempt to reclaim hisyouth joins a
midnight touch-football team...and starts a passionate affair with Sarah. Sarah is alapsed feminist who isn't
quite sure how she ended up being atraditional wife. She's the kind of mother who (shock horror) is capable
of forgetting her daughter's snack, and in a moment's rebellion dares to kiss Todd in front of the mother's
group. And let's not forget Sarah's husband, Richard, a successful businessman who develops an obsession
for internet exhibitionist Slutty Kay, and consequently spends more time on-line than with his own wife and
daughter. A brilliantly perceptive novel and box-office smash, Little Children is a unique mix of the comical
and the compassionate.From Publishers Weekly The charactersin thisintelligent, absorbing tale of suburban
angst are constrained and defined by their relationship to children. There's Sarah, an erstwhile bisexual
feminist who finds herself an unhappy mother and wife to a branding consultant addicted to Internet porn.
There's Todd, a handsome ex-jock and stay-at-home dad known to neighborhood housewives as the Prom

King, who finds in house-husbandry and reveries about his teenage glory days a comforting alternative to his

wife's demands that he pass the bar and get on with alaw career. There's Mary Ann, an uptight supermom
who schedules sex with her husband every Tuesday at nine and already has her well-drilled four-year-old on
the inside track to Harvard. And there's Ronnie, a pedophile whose return from prison throws the school
district into an uproar, and his mother, May, who still harbors hopes that her son will turn out well after all.
In the midst of this universe of mild to fulminating family dysfunction, Sarah and Todd drift into an affair
that recaptures the passion of adolescence, that fleeting liminal period of freedom and possibility between
the dutiful rigidities of childhood and parenthood. Perrotta (Election; Joe College; etc.) views his characters
with afunny, acute and sympathetic eye, using the well-observed antics of preschoolers as atelling backdrop
to their parents botched transitions into adulthood. Once again, he proves himself an expert at exploring the

roiling psychological depths beneath the placid surface of suburbia. Copyright Reed Business Information, a

division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From The New Y orker The eponymous children in this
satirical novel are actually adults who, chafing at the burdens of parenthood, try to re-create their
unencumbered youth. Sarah, an overeducated young homemaker, likens her tantrum-prone daughter to a
"brooding Russian epileptic” out of Dostoevsky, and pines for lost college days of feminism and bisexuality.
While her husband orders used panties online, she has furtive sex with a stay-at-home dad whose repeated
failure to pass the bar has earned him the contempt of his gorgeous wife. The humor is sometimes cruel, but
Perrotta never betrays the complexity of his characters. For al Sarah's sinsneglecting her child, wallowing in
romantic delusionsthere's something almost brave about her refusal to join the supermoms drilling their
toddlers with dreams of Harvard, and about her yearning for more than "a painfully ordinary life." Copyright
2005 The New Y orker



