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Prsentation de I'diteurViolent rebellion comes to Londons middle classes in the extraordinary new novel
from the author of Cocaine Nights and Super-Cannes.When a bomb explodes at Heathrow, it looks like just
another random act of violence to psychologist David Markham. But when he discovers that his ex-wifeis
among the victims he is compelled to further investigate the mysterious and shocking circumstances
surrounding her death.Acting on police suspicions he immerses himself in the strange world of Londons
fringe protest movements. A quiet rebellion against middle-class normality is taking place. However as civic
responsibility and the trappings of consumer society are jettisoned the movement grows steadily more
bellicose and Markham isincreasingly lured by the idea of revolution and terror..co.ukThe peasants, goes a
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tedious old joke about Wat Tyler's mob, are revolting. In JG Ballard's unnerving, prophetic novel
Millennium People, however, it's the middle classes that are staging the revolution: blowing up the NFT,
burning their books and defaulting on their maintenance charges. Rejecting, in short, everything that they've
worked so hard for--The Bonfire of the Volvos, as one rather droll chapter heading has it. At the forefront of
this petit bourgeois insurrection are the occupants of Fulham's Chelsea Marina, (as ever with Ballard) an
exclusive housing community. Led by the charismatic Dr Richard Gould, a disgraced paediatrician turned
"Doctor Moreau of the Chelsea set”, Marinaresidents Kay Churchill, aformer film lecturer; civil servant
Vera Britain and Stephen Dexter, the parish vicar and an injured airman (another Ballard perennial) have
unleashed an arson campaign against targets deemed suitably middle class. David Markham, a psychiatrist
and the book's steely narrator, is drawn into the Marinas inner circle after his ex-wife Lauraiskilled in an
apparently meaningless bomb attack at Heathrow airport, (prime Ballard territory, of course). Meaninglessis
the insistent motif: Markham's current wife Sally was crippled in afreak accident and the murder of a banal
if inoffensive television presenter (loosely modelled on Jill Dando) is one of the seemingly random violent
acts unleashed by Gould, precisely because of their apparent randomness. "The absence of rational motive”,
as he says, "carries asignificance of its own". A master of sustained unease, Ballard has again excelled in
fashioning a gripping, psychologically disturbing novel, that, like High Rise or Super-Cannes, is part cultural
analysis and part surreal social prediction. --Travis ElboroughPrsentation de I'diteurViolent rebellion comes
to Londons middle classes in the extraordinary new novel from the author of Cocaine Nights and Super-
Cannes.When a bomb explodes at Heathrow, it looks like just another random act of violence to
psychologist David Markham. But when he discovers that his ex-wife is among the victims he is compelled
to further investigate the mysterious and shocking circumstances surrounding her death.Acting on police
suspicions he immerses himself in the strange world of Londons fringe protest movements. A quiet rebellion
against middle-class normality istaking place. However as civic responsibility and the trappings of
consumer society are jettisoned the movement grows steadily more bellicose and Markham isincreasingly
lured by the idea of revolution and terror.



