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Description : Description du produitAt the age of eight Brian Lackey isfound bleeding under the crawl
gpace of his house, having endured something so traumatic that he cannot remember an entire five-hour
period of time.During the following years he slowly records details from that night, but these fragments are
not enough to explain what happened to him, and he begins to believe that he may have been avictim of an
alien encounter. Neil McCormick isfully aware of the events from the summer. Wise beyond his years,
curios about his developing sexuality, Neil found what he perceived to be love and guidance from his
baseball coach. Now, ten years later, he is ateenage hustler, aterrorist of sorts, unaware of the dangerous
path hislifeistaking. His recklessness is governed by idealized memories of his coach, that unexpectedly
change when brian comesto Neil for help and, ultimately, the truth.
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having endured something so traumatic that he cannot remember an entire fivehour period of time. During
the following years he slowly recalls details from that night, but these fragments are not enough to explain
what happened to him, and he begins to believe that he may have been the victim of an alien encounter. Neil
McCormick isfully aware of the events from that summer of 1981. Wise beyond his years, curious about his
developing sexuality, Neil found what he perceived to be love and guidance from his baseball coach. Now,
ten years later, heis ateenage hustler, aterrorist of sorts, unaware of the dangerous path hislifeis taking.
His recklessness is governed by idealized memories of his coach, memories that unexpectedly change when
Brian comes to Neil for help and, ultimately, the truth.From Publishers Weekly"The summer | was eight
years old, five hours disappeared from my life"?so runs the catchy opening to Heim'simpressive first novel.
The speaker is Brian Lackey, now atroubled teenager, once an introverted kid growing up scared in the
small town of Hutchinson, Kans. The reason for his memory lapse and his fear, as we and Brian learn during
the course of the novel, turns out not to be the space aliens that he first suspects, but his molestation at the
hands of his Little League coach. The key to Brian's reclamation of those lost hours is homosexual hustler
Neil McCormick?he slugger on that Little League team and an accomplice to Brian's sexual abuse. Working
itsway over the course of a decade toward Brian and Neil's reunion, the narrative unfolds through chapters
whose points of view aternate among Brian, Neil and a handful of their siblings and confidants. Heim
makes numerous freshman mistakes, including arelatively static narrative, prominent characters who outlive
their usefulness and occasional |apses in the writing. He also creates scenes of genuine beauty, however, and
handles his complicated characters and delicate subject matter with calm assurance. Copyright 1995 Reed
Business Information, Inc.From Library JournalBrian Lackey and Neil McCormick are so different by nature
that they might never have met except for a shared incident at age eight. One summer afternoon, a storm
forces the cancellation of a Little League game, and Brian catches a ride home with his coach and Neil. Ten
years later, Brian still can't remember that afternoon, although he suspects that it was a turning point in his
life. His search for answers eventually leadsto Neil, who helps re-create the afternoon of seduction and
sexual abuse that Brian has blocked from his mind. Told from avariety of perspectives, this novel looks at
the long-term effects of sexual abuse and the coping mechanisms employed by abused children. First
novelist Heim deals frankly with a controversia topic without becoming accusatory or maudlin. The result is
powerful stuff that every public library should have.Thomas L. Kilpatrick, Southern Illinois Univ. Lib.,
CarbondaleCopyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.



